Tavernler and Thevenot

remarks on jewels. Is worth reading chiefly for
some useful sidelights (they seldom develop
into full views) on the condition of the pro-
vinces. He confirms the evidence of previous
travellers as to the miserable condition of the
ryots under Mohammedan government. " You
may see* in India," he says, " whole provinces
like deserts, from which the peasants have
fled on account of the oppression of the gover-
nors. Under cover of the fact that they are them-
selves Mohammedans,, they prosecute these poor
idolaters to the utmost, and if any of the latter
become Mohammedan it is In order not to work
any more; they become soldiers or Fakirs."*
This evidence of Tavernler as to the results of
Mohammedan oppression is some of the strongest
that we have yet had.

In another place Tavernler mentions an extra-
ordinary custom which the people practised.,
illustrative of the vigorous nature of their belief
in reincarnation. " There are some among them
who are foolish enough to bury their treasures in
their lifetime, as, for instance, nearly all the rich
men of the kingdom of Assam, so that if they
enter, after death, the body of any poor and
miserable mendicant, they can have recourse to
the money which they have buried in order to
draw from it at necessity."t A draught of
Lethe's stream was evidently not conceived to

* Ball's Translation,

t Ball's Translation, II, 204.